TO W. J. TEMPLE
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very bad opinion of Temple in the year 1759; it will
divert you to read it at this distance of time. Pray
return it, together with my father's letter, by the carrier
who brings you this, and " Dorando/* of which I have
sent only one copy, as I have few here. When you
get to London I shall desire Mr. Wilkie, my publisher!
to let you have two or three of them. Let me know
if packets come safe by your carrier.

Sir James Steuart's book is of such a size, and treats
of subjects so deep, that I confess I have not read it.
Those who- are acquainted with such abstruse questions
allow him considerable merit, although his opinions
are sometimes singular and fanciful; he has a very
strange and groundless paragraph against the Corsicans,
as if they had been so luxurious as to be obliged to sell
their island to the Genoese. I shall "correct this mistake
in my account of Corsica.

The press is opened, and my book is fairly set
agoing.

%               " O mavis, referet in, marc tc novum t **

The   proof-sheets  amuse  me  finely  at  breakfast    I

cannot help hoping for some applause. You will be
kind enough to communicate to me all that you hear,
and to co-nceal from me all censure.* I would not how-
ever dislike to hear impartial corrections; perhaps Mr*
Gray may say something to you of iLf The last part
of my work, entitled the u Journal of a Tour to Cor-
sica/1' is-in my opinion the most valuable; you have
not had an opportunity to see it. So soon as I find a
sure hand I will send you it; and you must do me

* Sic in orig,

t We have seen Mr, Gray did my something about it in hit
letter to Walpole, but not quite what Boswell would like to have
heard : #nte9 p. 60,